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November As | was flying

home to
Saskatoon from
the CCMBC Equip
Conference on
“The Kingdom,
The Gospel, and
Peacemaking” in
Winnipeg, | looked
out my window to
see Winnipeg as
we took off. From
high in the air,
Director of Ministry Winnipeg looked
Rev. Philip A. Gunther , , crisp, organized,
Call or text: and intuitive.
306-533-6191 Everything “made sense” and | could clearly see which roads were
Email: phil@skmb.ca main arteries of the city as | watched the flow of traffic. However, when |
604 Webster St. was in Winnipeg at ground level, the city looked different. The streets
Saskatoon SK S7N 3P9 were unfamiliar and | had trouble orienting myself. | had no sense of
Leadership Development Coach where the main roads were. Things didn’t seem as obvious as they had
David Simpson when | was in the air.

E-mail: david@skmb.ca My experiences of the city of Winnipeg is a metaphor for my reflections
Website & News Letter on the Anabaptist peace position after Equip. | arrived (and spoiler alert:

Administrator | also left) as an Anabaptist committed to the peacemaking and

Heather Filazek nonviolence. The streets of my nonviolence were crisp, organized, and
Email: office@skmb.ca intuitive. | knew that a grassroots beginning to the Anabaptist
movement led from the Schleitheim Confession, through the martyrdom
of our forebears, with a quick (a very quick!) digression in Minster, and
toward the peace ethic I've believed and practiced for over a decade now. The streets converged and made
sense; | knew where | was going.

After Equip, I'm still in that same city. | am committed to an Anabaptist peace position and still find myself
ultimately in the place of not joining the police service or the military, recognizing the many challenging scenarios
these convictions lend themselves to, especially as a mother of two young sons. However, after being on the
ground of Equip, that same peace ethic now carries an important challenge of what it really means to make
shalom in the thick of the mess. As we explored Article 13 in the MB Confession of Faith in round-table groups, as
| heard about the visceral challenges to peace here and at home, as | listened to my Christian brothers reflect on
their experiences of serving as police officers (and as | felt a sense of thankfulness for a Christian witness and
presence in the police service!), the roads that looked so crisp, organized, and intuitive from above, flying in my
airplane, suddenly felt more complicated. | felt the need for a GPS!

In my metaphor, the GPS is the Bible— the Word of God recorded for our edification and instruction. | feel
the need to look at the Sermon on the Mount and Romans 13 again to see what these texts say about
peacemaking, as we seek to follow Jesus in a broken world. | want to ask what it means to love and honour Jesus
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as Lord and how obedience to him flows
out of that. | want to entertain difficult
questions about the role of the Christian,
and the church, in contributing to the
shalom of our society. Power up the GPS!
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I'm thankful God our Father has the ‘Being people oofpeae@ add to your
in a divided world

view from above, piloting the airplane, and calendar!
that we have access to him through Jesus
and through the Bible to ask for his
wisdom as we seek to be people of peace
in a fallen world. | have a limited, finite view, i i

in contrast to his infinitely expansive view. CohisC  CCEFM

So through the twists and turns, the one- Ette it e
ways and roundabouts, | follow and listen
to Father, Son, and Spirit, as revealed to us

in the precious pages of Scripture.

EQUIP 2025 - A Discipleship Journey at a Family Gathering

Tim Falk

For the last seven years, | have been fortunate enough to be part of a rural church in Saskatchewan. |
love our church family, | feel cared for there, and my family has been adopted into the community. However,
something is different when | gather with other pastors and leaders at the various assemblies, conferences and
retreats through CCMBC and SKMB. | used to say that | was among co-workers, gathering with people who
understood and knew what it was like to have a burden for the church and the unique challenges that being a
pastor can sometimes bring. The EQUIP Conference took things a step further. Over the past seven years, I've
shared my own stories and sat with others in their stories. I’'ve built the beginning of a history with these co-
workers and there is nothing quite as exciting as settling into two and a half days of intense discussion,
learning, studying and journeying together.

The opportunity to sit around tables together was abundant at Equip. | love that we get to do this to eat, to
network, to check in and encourage, but | also love that we get to do this as we discuss our Confession of
Faith together. We received recommendations from our National Faith and Life Team and then were given the
opportunity to provide feedback on different aspects within the specific articles we discussed. We were even
able to offer feedback about whether the articles themselves needed to be reworded to provide clarity or better
align with how we actually practice our faith. This truly highlights the Anabaptist practice of conversation. At
EQUIP, we come together to discuss the hard things and agree to submit to the Lordship of Christ.
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