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Director’s Calendar
AUGUST
Due to provincial
restrictions and social
distancing practices, the
DM’s schedule is fluid at
this stage.
Please pray for wisdom and
patience.

PRAIRIE
PRAYER SPACE
@ skmb.ca
Join a prayer team seeking
to pray for SKMB churches
and camps.
Click image for details
terrie@multiply.net

Serendipity @ Dalmeny Community Church
There is a book that Bruce Enns
recommended called "Canoeing the
Mountains” by Tod Bolsinger, which talks
about how church leaders need to more
fully embrace adaptability. Though written
a few years ago, it seems like it could have
been penned at the beginning of March as
we have had to repeatedly adapt to the COVID realities.
Our church in Dalmeny has adapted by having an online presence through recorded
sermons and now livestreaming our services. We decided to re-open our doors for
Worship services on July 5th. The weeks before that date were filled with planning
as we sought to fulfill the guidelines given to us by the government. One part of that
planning might have a long-term impact.
After much discussion, we realized that we would be able to get more people into
our sanctuary if we went with chairs rather than pews. The attached picture shows
how we changed the set up of our sanctuary to ensure that we followed those
guidelines.
The unintended COVID opportunity presented itself the first week. I remember the
first Sunday, watching a mom sitting on the floor with her three pre-school aged
boys, still being able to see the screen and be a part of the service. On the other
side of the room, a new baby was laying on the floor at the feet of her mother. We
are a relatively young church in age, with lots of young families. In the weeks that
have followed, I have watched how families have enjoyed the greater space they
were given. Still respecting the social distancing guidelines, but having room without
another pew right in front of them. It was fascinating to watch how the space made
room for families.
I started to wonder, "Why do we have our seating the way that we do?" Is it just to
maximize the number of bums in the seats on a Sunday morning. If so, is that the
right goal?
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Now, to be fair, our Sunday morning services have been noisier than they were
before, and a big reason for this is that children must remain with their parents
instead of children's church. But as I'm watching what is happening before me, I am
beginning to wonder out loud, "What is the goal of our seating arrangements? Is
there something I can learn from the spacing we were forced to account for?"
This COVID time has taught me to be careful in terms of drawing quick conclusions,
but I am fascinated by the experiment I see going on in front of me on a weekly
basis.
Tony Martens, Pastor
Dalmeny Community Church

Supporting SKMB Churches and Camps in Making Disciples

Welcome to the SKMB family!

Kim and Barb Worthington are the new pastoral couple
called to Wadheim MB Church. Kim begins his role
August 1st. Kim and Barb are long time members of the
church and live in the Waldheim area.
Kim attended and graduated from Bethany College in
2006 with a BA in pastoral ministries. He has served
with Youth for Christ since 2006 and his last role was as
Executive Director. Kim is also the chaplain for the
Saskatoon Blades.
Kim married Barb in 2002 and together they parent Alex
and Danika. Kim loves the Lord and His church. He has
a deep desire to reach his community for Christ and to
see the church fully engaged and on mission. Kim’s
commissioning for ministry will take place on Sunday
August 9th.

New Days, New Ways
“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old
garment, for the patch will pull away from the garment,
making the tear worse. Neither do people pour new wine
into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the
wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No,
they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are
preserved.” Jesus (Matthew 9:16-17)
These words of Jesus are incredibly relevant to the
Mennonite Brethren in 2020. As a denomination we have
encountered a litany of roller coaster like experiences
that have exposed our failings, humbled us, broken us in
spirit, brought us to our knees to repent and ask for
forgiveness and ushered us to the place where all we
have is Jesus and each other. I am convinced it is the
right and good place to be. Now we are in a better
space to experience and join God in the new things He
has for us (Isaiah 43:19).
When Jesus spoke of the old and new wineskins, He
was speaking to a people and a culture that was
religiously legalistic and spiritually barren. No fruit, no joy,

no life. What Jesus brought to this space of gloom was
Himself and with Him came love, grace, peace, hope
and joy.
Jesus brought life to the spiritually dead. Through Jesus
came the fulfillment of Old Testament law and Old
Testament covenant; a new era of walking with God:
“The law was given to Moses, but grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). “In him was
life....” (John 1:4). Jesus brought new days and new
ways to a people that were infected with the virus of sin,
joyless spirituality and religious bondage. Jesus
understood that simply patching the old ways would not
work, a completely new work must be brought to life – a
new wineskin for a new spiritual wine.
In Zurich, on January 21, 1525, eleven men, passionate
about Jesus, discipleship and the gospel, submitted
themselves to believer’s baptism – a rebaptism.
Anabaptism was born. According to historian William R.
Estep, “This was clearly the most revolutionary act of
the Reformation. No other event so completely
symbolized the break with Rome. Here, for the first time
in the course of the Reformation, a group of Christians
dared to form a church after what was conceived to be
the New Testament pattern.” A new wineskin for a new
spiritual wine.
Three centuries later on January 6, 1860, a small
community of passionate Jesus followers rededicated
themselves to the early Anabaptist vision of the church
and its mission, to discipleship, obedience to Scripture
and proclamation of the Gospel. The Mennonite
Brethren church was born. New days, new ways. We
are the heirs of these radical departures from old
paradigms to new ones, from old wineskins to new
ones, from old ways to new ways.
In my encounters with pastors throughout this season
of COVID-19, a reoccurring theme is emerging: we can
never go back. The paradigm of church we were
committed to pre-pandemic is giving way to something
new, perhaps even something radical. The good news
is that as Mennonite Brethren, we have history in this
area from which to glean wisdom. And, we have the
leading and empowering Holy Spirit upon which to rely.
He will guide us to truth, He will lead us to Jesus.
My friends, do we need a new wineskin for the new
thing God is doing among us? Are these indeed new
days in which we must look for new ways of living and
proclaiming the Gospel? May God’s Spirit open our
eyes and hearts to His ways. And then, may we have
the courage to obey.
“The appropriate response to the emerging world is a
rebooting of the mission, a radical obedience to an
ancient command, a loss of self rather than selfpreoccupation, concern about service and sacrifice
rather than concern about style....We need to recapture
the mission of the church.” Reggie McNeal
Phil Gunther, DM

