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Uncharted Territory

Luke Etelamaki, SKMB Discipleship Coach
In this uncharted territory, most of churches have successfully made the jump to
online services in some form. We have learned the new normal of pastoral
ministry in the age of social distancing, and while things in the ministry world
seem to be moving along, there is a storm on the horizon. The impact of our
ongoing response to COVID-19 has taken a toll on pastors and church leaders.
If you look closely and listen, you will see the weariness in their faces and hear it
in their voices as they share their stories of weariness.
There was no seminary training for pandemic responses. Many of us aren’t sure
about what the next season of ministry will look like on diﬀerent fronts. Consider
the economy and its impact on the church. Consider how our new normal will
look as we “Re-open.” As the church re-engages, how do you see your
congregation moving forward in unity when the congregation or even the
leadership team, may not be unified on what is the best way forward?
On top of these worries, we often find ourselves tired from the pace of this new
normal and have this cloud of guilt over us that is preventing us from slowing
down to a more manageable pace. We could go on and talk about issues with
not taking physical care of ourselves, not taking spiritual care of ourselves, or
even caring for our mental state. This list could go on and on. The weight often
seems unbearable, and I fear many of our pastors are trying to carry it and
eventually may be crushed. So here is my plea in the days ahead.
• Pastors, take an honest self-assessment of how you are doing emotionally,
physically and spiritually. Are you near empty? Do you see the potential storm
clouds in your life? If you do, tell your spouse, tell a close friend, share it with
a ministry friend, or talk to our DM. We are not made to be in the trenches of
ministry alone; we are not superheroes who have come to save the day, but
we are broken, imperfect leaders, who are are in deep need of Jesus’ grace,
and a good friend with whom we can be honest with. We all need people in
our lives like Aaron and Hur who lifted Moses’ arms when he got tired as Israel
was at war.
• Church leaders and leadership teams. Do you know how your pastor is doing?
They might say, “fine” or “good” when you ask, but have you dug a little
deeper? Have you asked about their family life? Fears, anxieties? Have you
talked to their spouse? Are you aware of the pressures, real or imagined, that
your pastor is carrying through this season? Could I encourage you to be
overly generous to your pastor as we head into the summer months? Give
them a few days oﬀ. Not vacation time, but days on top of their regular time
oﬀ to give them a small break. Encourage them to take time to do things
throughout their week that feeds their soul. Thank them for everything they
have been doing in this season, encourage them, and as much as possible
support them as we enter the next phase of COVID-19.
Pastors and ministry leaders, COVID-19 is just a season. It’s only a small stage
of the race, and my heart is to see you enter the next season of ministry running
strong, not limping along.
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I Didn’t Sign Up For This!
Blair Allen, Pastor @ The Compass Church

I didn’t sign up for this!! Those are the
frustrating words from me, a pastor,
getting tired of preaching each week
to an empty room, finding myself
trying to treat the camera lens like it’s
somehow going to interact with me.
As a preacher, I understand that when
we preach it is not a monologue but a
dialogue where we can see others
responding to Gods word by their
expressions and actions. When The
Holy Spirit moves people as the word
of God is proclaimed you tell by their expressions and interactions
with the preached word and that they are engaged, moved,
perplexed or sleeping (I mean praying). That interaction matters
much more than I could have ever imagined. The “Gathering” of
the church has human interaction whether casual conversation
before and after or non-verbal responses to God’s word that are
unbelievably important and remind us why throughout church
history the church has fought to gather and not forsake meeting
together (Hebrews 10:25).
I have never thought so deeply about the implications of those
human interactions as I have in this season of COVID-19. As a
preacher, I’m finding the longer the pandemic goes on the more I
find myself approaching the pulpit as a task to complete rather
than a gift to proclaim. I find myself just wanting to get that sermon
recorded and over with. Maybe you're feeling the same way and
you're a little weary of staring into that camera lens each week and
in your frustration you're saying in the back of your mind, “I didn’t
sign up for this.”
I want you to know that whatever frustrations you’re feeling
preaching in this uncertain season, your not alone and as such it is
helpful to be reminded of a beautiful reality that we can easily lose
sight of:
Pastor, there is no greater privilege than to proclaim the word of
God. As a pastor, your central work is the exposition of God’s
word. The word of God is the grace that leads to justification and
sanctification. The word of God is the means through which God
has chosen to reveal himself. This is a very holy aspect of the
calling of a pastor as you participate with the Holy Spirit to open
spiritually dead eyes to see the glory of God in Jesus (2 Cor. 4:4,
6).
I pray these words from the book “On Being a Pastor”, by Derek
Prime and Alistair Begg, encourages you as you continue to run
the race:
There is no greater task in all the world than teaching and
preaching the Word of God, for to us is committed the privilege
of proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ and making
plain the meaning of God’s great plan of salvation that was
kept hidden until the coming of His Son (Ephesians 3:8-9). No
greater privilege exists! (On Being a Pastor, 148).
This reality helps me every time I pass our Sunday recording room
and find myself thinking that “I just need to get this over with” and
replace it with thankfulness that I get to proclaim God's Word even
in a season that isn’t ideal. To God be the Glory!

Restructuring Update
http://www.mbseminary.ca/
restructuring-2020-05/

Prairie Prayer Space
Ryan & Terri Epp

The Prairie Prayer Space is an eﬀort to unite
t h e p ro v i n c e i n p r a y e r. T h e S K M B
Conference’s vision for the future is: “To see
a Church passionately in love with God, led
by His Spirit on mission, bringing Jesus’
Gospel of redemption and restoration to the
four corners of Saskatchewan.”
We believe that this aligns with God’s heart
for our province and that the closer we draw
to Him, the more we will live into that vision.
It is led by Ryan and Terri Epp, who are local
missionaries with Multiply and work closely
with the provincial conference. If you sign
up to the group you will receive a weekly
prayer newsletter which is split into three
sections: 1) People and events that need
prayer 2) Past week’s highlights and
answers to prayer 3) The invitation and link
to a weekly prayer meeting that is hosted
virtually on the Zoom platform.
We invite you to join us for our Wednesday
Night Prayer meetings! At this meeting we
strive to listen as much or more than we
talk. Hardly any of us need more meetings
to attend, but almost all of us could be more
devoted to actually making space in our
lives to pray, so this is why we started
praying Wednesday nights from 7pm CST
till roughly 8pm CST. Everything about this
Prairie Prayer Space has started small, and
we have interpreted this small beginning as
an encouragement that it can grow into
something strong and long-term similar to
how Jesus talks about the Kingdom of God.
If you’re interested in joining please email
ryane@multiply.net or terrie@multiply.net
and you’re free to visit the website for more
information: https://skmb.ca/resources/
prairie-prayer-space/.

