February 5, 2020

“On Mission Together”
Saskatchewan Conference of MB Churches

Director’s Calendar
February
1 - 5 — National Ministry Team
Mtgs. (Abbotsford)
9 — Kelstern Community Church
16 — TBA
23 — Wynyard Gospel Chapel
March
1 — Waldheim MB Church
8 — Glenbush MB Church
13-14 — Assembly 2020
15 — TBA
22 — Christian Fellowship Church
(Lanigan)
29 — TBA

Please pray for traveling
mercies.

Director of Ministry
Rev. Philip A. Gunther
Call or text: 306-533-6191
Email: phil@skmb.ca
1639 Wingert Drive North,
Regina SK, S4X4P9
Website & Communique
Administrator - Heather Filazek
Email: office@skmb.ca

Small Churches
This story goes back to the
winter of 2016 and the
welcoming of Athanase Chiruza
and Mission Pentecostal Church
(Regina) into our Sask MB
family. That was when I first met
Athanase and I found out about
his “small” churches in Zambia
and Zimbabwe.
Fast forward to November of
2018. I was in Zambia working
with Global Vision 2020 and
Operation Mobilization and I
personally met with the
l e a d e r s h i p o f A t h a n a s e ’s
churches. There was just one
thing. They were not small. They were large! Eighteen churches with over 3000
members! I knew after this brief meeting that I had to come back. And in
September of 2019 I did, with Pastor Athanase joining me.
We first visited the churches in Zambia and Zimbabwe, to teach and
encourage, as well as to hand out eyeglasses. We trained 14 church members,
the vast majority of them being refugees, how to use the eyeglasses.
We have many stories of church members seeing dramatic improvement in
eyesight, my favorite being Matthew from Zimbabwe. Matthew was legally blind
when he came in to get his eyes checked. He could not see the top line on the
eye chart. We made him the strongest glasses that we could make him, and he
could see line 8 out of 11 - well enough to pass the driver’s test in North
America! His wife had to get a job in South Africa to support them, and he lived
with his brother and his family. Because he could see now, he could get a job, his
wife could quit her job in South Africa and get a lower paying job in Zimbabwe
and they could move out into their own place! Pray for them as they are trying to
start a family!
But my highlight was when we met with the leadership of the churches and
they asked to start the process of joining the Mennonite Brethren worldwide
family, ICOMB! It was an unanimous decision to take that first step to becoming a
Mennonite Brethren denomination. I wept as I sat in the church as I realized the
incredible, monumental moment that I was living. This was the conception of a
whole new church family.
In the Spring of 2020 we will be going back, but this time with a team from
Parliament Community Church and representation from ICOMB. I can’t wait to
see what God has in store for 2020, but I can tell you this, it will be a lot clearer
than 2019! - Greg Wiens, Multiply. (formerly pastor of Waldheim MB Church)

Supporting SKMB Churches and Camps in Making Disciples

DM Counsel Group
On January 21st, the Director of Ministry
Counsel Group met for the first time via Zoom.
The purpose of this group is to provide counsel
to the DM on the present and future work of
the SKMB and the director himself.
Phil stated, “I am hoping to hear the voices
of young and new leaders in the SKMB. I
desire to seek fresh counsel that is often not
heard in my experience.”
The eight participants of the group are
slated to meet once a month for an hour via
Zoom to dialogue on topics and questions
poised by the DM.
Several comments from the first meeting
included:
• The key SKMB ministry is relationship
building.
• Help us as a Conference to stay more
connected with each other.
• The message of SKMB’s work and
opportunities needs to get to the folks in the
pews.
• We want a DM who encourages leadership
and provides resources and support.

A Discipleship Coach?
At the November 2019 Leadership Forum, the idea of a discipleship coach was presented for consideration at the
2020 Assembly. This was a concept in development and so we thought it best to provide some more details for your
rumination.
Overview:

Contract a discipleship coach to extend the work of the DM in the area of discipleship and multiplication in
the SKMB. The financing of this coach’s work would arise from a strategic investment and operational
allocations.

Rationale:

DM is limited in his ability to significantly impact SKMB churches and camps in the area of discipleship
coaching, training, inspiration and resourcing. A discipleship coaching working alongside the DM would
address this limitation.

Strategic Fit:

Making Disciples.

Outcomes:

(1) A significant message that SKMB is serious about is supporting churches and camps in making
disciples. (2) A substantial investment in supporting churches and camps in making disciples. (3) A tangible
resource accessible to all churches and camps. (4) Addressing a limitation of the DM in supporting
churches and camps in making disciples. (5) A unifying agent around our mission and ministry. (6) Greater
relationship with SKMB churches and camps. (7) An increase in new disciples and churches.

Goals:

1.Contact all SKMB churches and camps twice in 2020. 2. Follow-up on any opportunities or needs from
the contacts. 3. Attend all pastor clusters. 4. Plan one day of discipleship and/or church planting training.
5. Coach churches contemplating, planning or implementing multiplication. 6. Produce or be a hub of
resources for discipleship and church planting specifically designed for SKMB churches and camps. 7.
Attend DLT meetings, in person or via Zoom as directed by DM.

Mandate:

The discipleship coach would primarily build relationships with SKMB churches and camps, encouraging,
supporting, inspiring and resourcing them in their eﬀorts to make disciples. A secondary role would be to
lead in planning and implementing discipleship and church planting training events.

Reporting:

The discipleship coach would report to the Director of Ministry.

Timetable:

Start date of April 1, 2020.

