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Director’s Calendar
March
13-14 — Assembly 2020
15 — Hope Fellowship Church
22 — Christian Fellowship Church
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29 — Hafford Gospel Fellowship

Please pray for traveling
mercies.

“If serving is beneath
you, leadership is
beyond you.”

Director of Ministry
Rev. Philip A. Gunther
Call or text: 306-533-6191
Email: phil@skmb.ca
1639 Wingert Drive North,
Regina SK, S4X4P9
Website & Communique
Administrator - Heather Filazek
Email: office@skmb.ca

SKMB DM Brings Address To MCC Treaty Land
Acknowledgment Event
Friends, I greet you in the name of Christ Jesus, the one I
have been called to serve in this life. I am humbled that I
have been asked to share at such a gathering as this. I too
acknowledge this treaty land and thank you for your
welcome.
My father is from a community of Mennonite people in
southern Russia and my mother is from a community of
Mennonite people in southern Manitoba. I was born in
Winnipeg, raised in B.C. and have served the Christian
community as a pastor in Saskatchewan for 29 years. My
name is Philip Gunther. I am the Director of Ministry for the
Saskatchewan Conference of Mennonite Brethren
Churches.
The pendant I wear this morning was given to me by
Abby Dumas, an elder and follower of Jesus of the Rocky
Cree People. She lives in Pukatawagan (200 kms north of
The Pas, Manitoba). It was her desire that this pendant be given to a leader, a reconciler,
who understands that a person can embrace Jesus and their indigenous culture. I wear
this pendent with humility and thankfulness.
My Lord has placed a call upon my life to be a faithful reconciler using my Creatorgiven gifts and time. I am not of any notable standing or reputation, but someone seeking
to be like Jesus, the perfect reconciler. He has given me the ministry of reconciliation,
specifically seeking to call the churches under my charge to explore new paths of listening
and learning about our First Nations neighbours and then acting in ways that bring shalom
(peace). Jesus brought the gift of reconciliation and shalom to my life and, I believe, to all
peoples on this planet...shalom with the Creator, shalom with His creation, shalom with
one another and shalom with ourselves. I seek to be like my Jesus.
What have I learned on this path? I have leaned just how much I don’t know and
understand. I have learned that I do possess motivations in my heart that undermine
reconciliation and peace. I have learned that this path is long and calls me to be humble,
patient, listening, learning and depending upon the Spirit of God for wisdom. I have
learned that genuine relationship is the means by which both reconciliation and shalom
are best sought. I have learned that I must be invited to the table of hearing and healing.
And, my response to such an invitation is always to be one of serving. This is the way of
Jesus. This is to be my way.
May the Creator guide us on this path.
May He bring light for the way.
May He bestow wisdom to chart a course.
May He grant forgiveness and peace as we journey.
May His purposes for reconciliation and shalom prevail.
May His name be glorified.
Amen.
Address given by Phil Gunther on March 6th in Saskatoon.

Supporting SKMB Churches and Camps in Making Disciples

SKMB Pastor Couple Play Role Of Encouragers
Kathy & I spend two month visiting Japan,
Thailand and Myanmar with Multiply. Our role
was similar to Paul's second missionary journey.
We went to encourage the missionaries and
pastors there. We also were able to encourage
and pray for the churches that have been planted
in the last five years. Our support came from the
churches we have pastored and our family.
We landed in Japan on November 28 and rode
the bullet train to Osaka to visit Cory and Masami
Giesbrecht for a few days. They are working with
several churches in the Osaka area. The gospel
came to Japan after WWII, but it is not well
received by the younger generation. Very few
churches have any members under 40 years old.
Pray that a great revival will sweep through
Japan.
From December 5 to January 2 we lived in the
city of Chachoengsao and traveled to six
Burmese Christmas parties in the area. We had
been working with these church leaders three
years ago and it was wonderful to reconnect with
them. For me it was tear-filled. We were
e n c o u r a g e d b y G o d ’s f a i t h f u l n e s s , t h e
faithfulness of the leaders and the raising up of
new leaders that we saw in both the Burmese
and Thai Churches. We connected with Jeremy
and Adrienne Penner - Multiply, Rebecca Hiebert
- Multiply, Dave and Louise Sinclair-Peters Multiply.
Christmas Outreaches are an exciting time for
these young churches. They get to invite their
Buddhist friends for a meal, some great singing,
hear the gospel in their own language and
receive a gift. We watched as churches got
excited about making the food, and buying the
gifts. This year, over 2,000 cookies were made
and handed out at these outreaches. Pray that
those who received Christ at the outreaches will
join a Home Cell and be discipled in the faith.
We spent two days visiting Brad and Casadi
Schroeder, who are at a Thai Language learning
centre in Lopburi. We watched as they face the
challenge of learning new culture, adapting to a
new school, learning a hard language, raising
their family and dealing with health concerns.
One of the challenges is renewing their in-country
visas. Their next application will be in April. Pray
that the Schroeders would also have joy as they
minister to the people God brings into their life.

We traveled to Yangoon, Myanmar from
January 3-9 and participated in two Christmas
parties in rural areas, attended by about 850
people. We were able to give 250 children’s gift
bags during these events. Another 350 children’s
gift bags were handed out at other outreaches.
Some follow-up started right after these
outreaches. Pray that the seed sown will mature
and bear fruit.
One of the blessings was seeing the
faithfulness of God in the lives of both the pastors
and church attendees. We watched as people
who were struggling in their faith three years ago,
were now involved in the church. We saw God's
faithfulness as He called out believers to take on
leadership roles. We also saw how each of the
four churches we worked with three years ago,
now have a new intern helper and a church plant.
This is our third time that we have been to
Thailand and we strongly encourage others to
visit missionaries that are supported by their
church. The power of presence is incredible. Just
our being there and working alongside of them
was a tremendous boost.
Dan & Kathy Stobbe, pastor Hillside Christian
Fellowship Church in Beechy.

