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COVID 19: SKMB Ministry & Wellness Check-ins
Director of Ministry, Phil Gunther, and Discipleship Coach,
Luke Etelamaki, are making efforts to connect regularly and
often with SKMB church and camp leadership during the
COVID 19 pandemic.
Phone calls, texts and emails
supplement Zoom video calls from the SKMB office to the MB
community in Saskatchewan.
On April 1st churches from the southwest corner of the
province, together with West Bank Bible Camp, were invited to a ministry &
wellness check-in. On April 2nd youth and children’s pastors were invited to the
same type of check-in. On April 7th churches from the East part of the province
had a check-in as did churches from the north including Red Berry Bible Camp.
Lastly, churches from Saskatoon will have a check-in on April 9th.
During these check-ins a short encouragement is given from Scripture
followed by self-care counsel. The bulk of the check-in time is devoted to
hearing from participants to following questions:
What is the most significant ministry concern you have?
What is the most significant personal wellness concern you have?
What is your most significant need at this time?
What new opportunities have come about because of COVID 19?
How can SKMB, or sister churches, support you during this time?
What kind of communication is helpful from the SKMB office?
The SKMB office is committed to on-going Zoom check-ins in addition to
phone calls, texts and emails as a means to stay connected and supportive
during the pandemic.
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2020 BUDGET REVISED
The SKMB Executive Board revised the
2020 budget to reflect the potential for a 25%
reduction in church giving. We are asking
the churches to maintain or increase their
giving during this difficult season so that
our already conservative budget is not impacted. At this stage,
significant reduction in planned expenses is planned.

Supporting SKMB Churches and Camps in Making Disciples

COVID 19: MY SEVEN BLESSINGS
Phil Gunther, SKMB DM
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.” James 1:17
MB Seminary and Horizon College
& Seminary are offering the
course:

Strangers and Neighbours:
Diaspora Mission among
Immigrants and Refugees
…with Doug Heidebrecht, Ph.D.
for graduate credit or audit.
April 27 - May 1
* Mon. – Fri. 9 - 4
* Forest Grove Community
Church
*1.855.252.3293.

Join The National
Communications Team For
SKMB
SKMB and the MB Church of
Canada is looking for someone
from Saskatchewan who has an
interest in communications and a
decent sense of what's happening
in the Saskatchewan MB church
community, to join a national
collaborative communications
team. This is a volunteer position.
A good writing ability is a definite
asset as is an ability to take
photos.
For more information call Carson
D. Samson, Operations and
Communications Director,
Canadian Conference of
Mennonite Brethren Churches @
1-204-999-7465.

There is no question that the pandemic has shaken our world and
wellbeing to the core. The daily briefings from our governing leaders
paint a stark and sobering picture of those added to the list of
infected, those hospitalized and those who died.
We are in
unsettling, chaotic times, the likes the country has not seen since the
Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918. Where is the good news in all of
this? Without downplaying the gravity of our new reality, let me share
seven blessings I have witnessed since COVID 19 began having a
seismic impact in Canada.
•My life has slowed down. I am now afforded time to
experience rest in a way I haven’t for years. My body, mind
and spirit are pleased. This gives me new strength.
•I am looking at life and ministry through a new set of
lenses. I am now experiencing a fresh stream of
perspectives and ideas. This stokes my passion.
•I am reminded of life’s fragility and brevity. I am moved
to appreciate each day as a gift. This gives me wisdom.
•Daily, I am seeing the good things in my life. Health,
daily bread, family, a medical and social support system, a
fully stocked pantry, a house, work and much more. These
good things give me a heart of gratitude.
•I am seeing the church adapt and minister creatively.
My church is meeting the needs of congregants all the while
exploring new ways of sharing the Gospel and caring for
those most marginalized in the community. The church on
mission is a church that will transform the world. This gives
me hope.
•I am seeing a renewed interest in the Gospel.
Canadians, once hardened against anything Christian, are
slightly more open to talk about Jesus. This provides the
Church an incredible opportunity to bear witness of the Lord.
This inspires me.
•This pandemic reveals how much is out of our control.
Once again I understand that it is truly in God that I live and
move and have my being. He is sovereign. This gives me
peace.
May these blessings remind you of the ones in your own life – and
you are experiencing them!
“Some days are better; some days are worse. Look for the blessing
instead of the curse.” Doe Zantamata
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