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Historic: Virtual National MB Convention
History was made this past June 5 & 6 as the Canadian Mennonite Brethren family
held its first completely virtual convention. Approximately 185 participants from
across Canada joined the virtual national AGM. All worship, addresses, reports,
discussion and voting was done online. High praise went out to the organizers and
tech team who orchestrated the event which ran practically flawless.
Highlights:
• Elton DaSilva – 1st address: Naming Your Troubles. DaSilva recounted a call
to him from a church leader who stated that the national leadership had failed to
provide a vision for the denomination and that is why we have our current
troubles. After pondering this claim, DaSilva concluded, the truth is that the
current troubles we are experiencing don’t come from a lack of vision, they
come from a failure of the grassroots to fully adopt the vision. DaSilva claimed
that over the past three decades there have been too many changes, too much
pursuit of the latest fads and trends. The result of this constant upheaval has
been that the MB Church of Canada has lost its national polity, its national
sense of being together on mission. DaSilva then articulated his understanding
of rebuilding the MB Church of Canada: (1) Shoring up – observing, listening,
gathering data, adjustments, and practical development; (2) Demolishing –
eliminating, reducing, shifting and exposing. This has been painful, specifically
because it involved the loss of people. We also now have a large deficit. We
have brought the national MB house down to the studs; (3) Designing – (present
phase) counting the cost, consulting, choosing, writing, contracting and
explaining. What do we want to build? Living within our means; (4) Building –
scheduling, expertise, collaboration, coordinating, celebration and
communication. We must use the gifts of MB family members; (5) Living In –
adjustments, metrics, long-term view, forecasting, transition, sustainability,
stability. Moving away from fads, trends and marketing.
• Financial Picture – Large accumulative deficit based upon poor decisions and
an accompanying culture of poor fiscal management since 2013. Goal is for a
2020 balanced budget.
• Multiply (Randy Friesen) – As an organization, our posture is one of stopping,
waiting and listening. We are not rushing to action on any front, but waiting for
the Holy Spirit to lead us forward according to his timing. We will end the year
with a balanced budget, likely a surplus. The review of our organization has
been completed and is now before the Executive Board for their review and
response.
• MB Seminary (Mark Wessner) – The school has not been able to cover the
financial gap requested to maintain operating as normal. Presently, we have
produced a re-structuring plan and which will result in a balanced budget in two
years coupled with a new model for training people for leadership.

Supporting SKMB Churches and Camps in Making Disciples

Virtual Convention con’t
• New CCMBC Moderator and Assistant Moderator – Ron
Penner was elected to serve as the new CCMBC
moderator. Ron is retired. He is the former president of
Columbia Bible College. Ron lives in Abbotsford, B.C.
Sharon Simpson is the new CCMBC assistant moderator.
Sharon is the BCMB moderator and Director of
Community for the Menno Home, a 700 person seniors
resident in Abbotsford, B.C.
• Thank you, Bruce – Karen West (Ontario) thanked Bruce
Enns (Saskatoon) for his role as the CCMBC moderator
since 2016. Simpson stated that Bruce is a godly man of
wisdom who has led the national MB family faithfully
through an incredible season of troubles.
He has
modelled doing the right thing in difficult times, filled with
courage and the Holy Spirit. Well done, Bruce.
• Elton DaSilva – 2nd address: Looking to the Future.
DaSilva called participants to see the priority of being a
disciple-making movement over a church-planting
movement. The resources we have poured into churchplanting have not come near to producing the fruit we
hoped for. Planting churches remains a key work of our
family but it must come out of healthy disciple-making.
Call your leaders to collaboration on this mission of
making disciples.
Several comments in response to
DaSilva’s address included: We must move from
emphasizing knowledge-based disciple-making to
obedience disciple-making. We must emphasize listening
to Jesus and obeying Him. Church pastors and even
church planters are often weak disciple-makers. Disciplemaking necessitates risk-taking.
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Need A Break?
Everyone does at one point, even
PASTORS!
We want to offer you a Sunday sabbath
where we do the preaching.
Contact us for details and availability:
phil@skmb.ca
luke@skmb.ca

THANKS-LIVING in a Season of
Pandemic

“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18
A pastor once asked a member of his congregation, “In
your life, what makes for a good day?” The person looked
at the ground and then his feet and replied, “Every day
above ground is a good day.” When it comes to gratitude,
perspective is everything. Is it that simple? Gives pause for
rumination.
This week I was pondering the question: How does one
genuinely live from a posture of thanksgiving during a
season of pandemic?
If one Googles “How to be
thankful?” you will have more counsel – good, bad and ugly
– than you know what to do with. No matter what counsel
you adopt, it remains hard, especially in difficult times, to be
truly thankful.
In our prayers, we can at times express a mantra of
gratitude, but honestly we know, in our heart, it is hollow.
We can raise a prayer of thanksgiving out of fear of God’s
response if we don’t. We can lift a word of gratitude to the
LORD because it is part of the prayer formula (remember,
ACTS). And, there are other examples. By the way, these
things also apply to expressing gratitude to our fellow
human beings. All this to say that, in large part, thanksliving is hard work (a discipline?), requires the help of the
Holy Spirit, and is unique to the person, their perspective
on life and their circumstances.
Okay, I have kind of left you hanging, right? For what it’s
worth, I have found the Psalms to be a great place to soak
as I seek to live from a posture of thanksgiving. I see my
posture for thanks-living to come from:
• remembering – “Praise the LORD, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits.” Psalm 103:2
• seeing – “I lift my eyes to the hills, where does my
help come from? My help comes from the LORD, the
Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2
• tasting – “How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter that honey to my mouth.” Psalm 119:103
• trusting – “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be
in want.” Psalm 23:1. “Be still and know that I am
God.” Psalm 46:10a. “This is the day that the LORD
has made.” Psalm 118:24
These are my four steps to thanks-living, at least for now.
Perhaps I should write a book? These are simply the ways
I have found best help me stay anchored to a posture of
gratitude in all circumstances, even in
the pandemic of 2020. They also help me to live in
obedience to 1 Thessalonians 5:18. What is your formula?
We all need one. Have a great summer, my friends!
“Thou hast given so much to me,
Give one thing more – a grateful heart.
Not thankful when it pleases me,
As if thy blessings had spare days,
But such a heart, whose pulse may be thy praise.”
George Herbert
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