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Director’s Calendar
September
26 – 30 – CCMBC Mtgs. (BC)

October
3 – 9 Vacation
15 – 16 – CCMBC Mtgs. (BC)
17 – 20 – Pastor & Spouse Retreat
(Banff)
23 – TBA
30 – TBA

Please pray for traveling
mercies.
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Rev. Philip A. Gunther
Call or text:
306-533-6191
Email: phil@skmb.ca
604 Webster St.
Saskatoon SK S7N 3P9
Website & News Letter
Administrator
Heather Filazek
Email: office@skmb.ca

Virtual Cafe
Click Here to see
the resources –
a r t i c l e s ,
webpages,
books, etc. – that
you can take advantage of this
September.

Registration is officially open for the 2022 retreat at the
Rocky Mountain Resort in Banff!
Register ASAP. Deadline – September 15th.
Registration notes:
• If you plan on participating in the optional craft activity, indicate only # of
people.
• Note that this registration does NOT include a $100 park pass, craft fee
(approx.. $50 pp) and two separate meals at restaurants.
• There is a $250 subsidy for couples (coupon code skmb2) and $200 for
individuals (coupon code skmb1).
• If you want to attend the retreat but require further financial support,
please call me.
• If you wish to come earlier or stay later at your cost, please contact the
hotel directly and indicate you are part of the MB group: https://
rockymountainresort.com/
Questions, contact either myself or Mike Engbers: mike@parliamentchurch.com

DM ON VACATION
SEPTEMBER 12 – OCTOBER 9
FOR EMERGENCY SITUATIONS PLEASE CONTACT
GORD SCHROEDER at exbd@skmb.ca.

Supporting SKMB Churches and Camps in Making Disciples

Why I’m Changing My Mind About Technology
CAREY NIEUWHOF / ORGANIZATIONAL AND CULTURAL TRENDS
How do you feel about your phone?
That’s an increasingly interesting question.
Ask me that a decade ago, and I would have told you I love mine.
My guess is that by now, you might have a love/hate relationship with it.
You love what it gives you, but you’re not sure what it’s doing to you, and
the emotions you experience while you scroll, tap and swipe are more
mixed than in the past. Take your phone and devices away from you,
though, or forget them, and you immediately panic. A near-dread ensues.
I get it.
Last year, I released a book on overwhelm and burnout. The deeper I dived into the subject, the more I
came to believe the reason we’re numb and anxious all the time has more to do with technology than we
think.
Personally, I don’t like my phone nearly as much as I used to even five years ago. I find fewer things of
real value on it. And yet it’s always in my hand or my pocket. Welcome to the 21st Century.
There’s a tremendous irony, of course, in that you’re reading this post on a device, and this post only
exists because of the very technology I’m critiquing. Duly noted.
But the reality is things are changing fast. A decade ago, I honestly believed that technology was neither
good nor evil; it just revealed and amplified what was already there. Kind of like paper—you can use it to write
poetry, transcribe scripture, craft a novel, paint a masterpiece, or write hate mail.
There are really good things on the internet for sure (and I search those things out and try to make sure
this space is one of them). There are also some great things. But negativism seems far more prevalent today
than it did a decade ago. It’s like we’re increasingly sucked into a negative feedback loop no one is sure how to
escape. And it’s happening at our fingertips.
Apparently, we live in an age where we no longer own our devices. Our devices own us. And when
technology runs us, it can ruin us.
Here’s why and how I’m changing my mind about technology.
Click here to read article.

When discipleship comes home
By Stephanie Christianson (Advisor to the SKMB FLT)

Before I became a mom, I associated motherhood with newborn
snuggles, teeny-tiny baby clothes and sleepless nights. Months into my
motherhood journey, I now add discipleship to this growing list.
Last year, as a faculty member at Horizon College and Seminary, I
was completing typical faculty tasks –prepping a lecture on intergenerational trauma among Russian Mennonites and editing syllabi. For
me, these academic endeavours were an expression of my discipleship –
how I was following Jesus and coming alongside my students to help them
do the same.
These days, I read my baby son The Very Cranky Bea by Nick Bland, and sing him little
ditties I compose. I rejoice when he learns something new like rolling over. Did I leave discipleship at
the door of my 12-month maternity leave? Or could these moments also be an expression of my
discipleship?
Click here to read article.

